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HUMOR, IDENTITY, AND BELONGING

Constructing the Foreign in American-Japanese Interaction

This book presents an ethnographic perspective on the intersection of humor,
identity, and belonging. Based on recorded interactions between Americans
and Japanese, it explores how beliefs and stereotypes surrounding gaijin
“foreigner’ identities create various types of humor such as mockery, sarcasm,
and conversational jokes. Through this analysis, the study also discusses how
identity-focused humor impacts participants’ understandings of interculturality
and social belonging. In particular, it argues that while "being an outsider” can
be marginalizing, humor allows cultural differences to become a basis for
developing inclusion and social unity, in part through the recognition of shared
norms and values.

Stephen J. Moody, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, USA.

02/2024
degruyter.com

7

/ DE GRUYTER
MOUTON

r/ Stephen J. Moody
‘£ HUMOR, IDENTITY,
r 4 AND BELONGING

I CONSTRUCTING THE FOREIGN IN
AMERICAN-JAPANESE INTERACTION

LANGUAGE PLAY AND CREATIVITY

Language Play and Creativity [LPC]
Volume 7

ca. 200 pages

Hardcover
RRP €114.95 [D] / US$ 130.99 / £ 103.50
ISBN 978-3-11-075971-6

eBook

RRP €114.95 [D] / US$ 130.99 / £ 103.50
PDF ISBN 978-3-11-075987-7

ePUB ISBN 978-3-11-076003-3

Date of Publication April 2024
Language of Publication English

Of interest to:

Researchers with Interest in Humor, Social
Identity, Intercultural Interaction,
Ethnomethodology, Japanese

Order now! orders-books@degruyter.com

Website:

https://www.degruyter.com/document/isbn/978

3110759877/html

Prices in US$ apply to orders placed in the Americas only. Prices in £ apply to orders placed in
the United Kingdom only. Prices are subject to change. Prices do not include postage and handling.



mailto:orders-books@degruyter.com
https://www.degruyter.com/document/isbn/9783110759877/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/isbn/9783110759877/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/isbn/9783110759877/html

